What to do with students that read at a very low level (<250 Lexile) and are running out of passages in Total Reader. 
Total Reader uses a scoring engine based on the Lexile Framework for Reading to perform assessments. The Lexile scoring engine delivers a score ranging from 200L to 1800L. However, Total Reader was developed for students in grades 3 and above who can read passages that measure 250L or higher. For this reason, we’ve developed solutions for teachers with students reading below that level. Let’s begin with the example of a student whose Lexile score is 160L. She has run out of passages to read in Total Reader.
Step 1: You should view this student's progress and the list of passages she has read:

Log in with your teacher account.

Click on "My Students" in the gray menu bar at the top.

Scroll down to locate the student and click on "Review" on the far right:
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This example shows part of what the teacher would see:
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My Passage History

	

	Passage Name
	Passage Lexile
	Score
	Date Taken
	Complete
	

	Cold Advice--Part A
	500
	4/8
	11/29/2008 11:32:16 PM
	Yes
	

	Herman P.I.C. and the Hunt for a Disaster-Proof Shell--Part B
	380
	0/6
	11/29/2008 11:43:30 PM
	Yes
	

	Daisy Rock
	350
	3/5
	11/29/2008 11:48:12 PM
	Yes
	

	Tackling Hunger
	400
	5/10
	11/29/2008 11:55:54 PM
	Yes
	

	Gray Wind's Thanksgiving 
	510
	4/11
	11/30/2008 12:04:03 AM
	Yes
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


This will allow you to view the history of all the passages a student has read. You can examine the history to carefully examine their performance.
Step 2: Since they have run out of passages to read you will need to reset their Lexile and have the student start over.
Important: Do this only if no passages are available for the student to read. When any reader’s Lexile is reset, the history of all of his or her performance data is lost. If you are certain you want to proceed, click on "My Students" and then click on "Reset Lexile" for the appropriate student.
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Since students whose Lexile has been reset are starting over, it is important to remember that a valid Lexile score is not reported until they have read about 8 to 10 passages (45 cloze item answers). Although Total Reader is a low stakes test, students should work on each passage to the best of their ability, especially during the initial 8-10 passages. (If they get into a “guessing” mode, it will hurt their scores.)

Teachers can suggest that struggling students close out before responding to the question at the end of a passage they don't want to finish. When the reader responds by clicking “Yes” or “No,” the scoring engine is activated. The statement "You have finished the story" is followed by the question "Did you enjoy it?" Note that this message does not display until the reader has filled in all of the blanks. When students close a passage before clicking "Yes" or "No," their Lexile scores are not affected.

We recommend that struggling readers complete no more than 2 to 4 passages per week. Accordingly, it may take several weeks until the first truly accurate (valid) Lexile measure is returned. Encourage these students to set their own pace and focus on working carefully. However, be aware that the program automatically logs out readers after 10 minutes of inactivity.
Step 3: Work closely with the student to evaluate and create remediation strategies.

You may want to consider having a struggling student read a story, answer all the cloze items questions, but not click yet on “Yes” or “No” to the questions at the end that states “Did you like the story?” Before clicking on this and activating the scoring engine, you may want to go over the answers with them since they are still viewable as insertions in the story. Because this is an assessment, they will not be able to change the answers but their reasoning for the answers may give you some insight as to where they may need help. When you have gone over their answers together, then they can click on “Yes” or “No” and it will activate the scoring. One caution is that they should not take too much time between answering the last question (cloze item) and when they click to score it since the program does automatically log out a student after 10 minutes of inactivity. This method with them will allow you to understand the level of their reading skills and to provide directed instruction for remediation. This will also allow you to provide encouragement and affirmation for correct answers.
Remember that is not unusual for a student’s measure to remain static over several weeks. While students rarely see big jumps in their scores in one session, we have found that they are very motivated by seeing their scores improve over time.
Step 4: Have the student read practice stories below 200L.
One of the main purposes of Total Reader is to match readers with the appropriate level of text. Once a student has reached a valid Lexile measure, “Targeted Reading” ranges are also established. These ranges enable the teacher or parent to help the student find books for practice reading that are appropriately challenging. The student benefits from exposure to new vocabulary and varying sentence structures, but is not overwhelmed by text that is too difficult. Targeted reading is within 100 Lexiles below or 50 Lexiles above the student's current Lexile level. A student's targeted reading levels are found in the upper right corner of his or her Progress Report. Here is an example for a student reading at a 620 Lexile Level:
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For your beginning readers, we recommend having them read practice books up to 200L until their Lexile measure is established above 250L. You can find books in this range (or any student's Lexile range) by clicking on the "Find a Book" Website link on Total Reader. To find suggested reading selections, just follow these steps:
Step 1: Click on "My Students" in the menu bar. 

Step 2: Click on the name of a student to view his or her Progress Report.

Step 3: While on the student’s Progress Report click on: "Suggested Reading" 

Step 4: On the left, click on "Find A Book" Website, which will allow you to search the Lexile database. 
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Step 5: Click on “My reader has a Lexile range.”

Enter a range (for example) of 160 – 250 and then click on continue.
Step 6: Select a genre of book(s) and click on "Show Me Books."

Step 7: You will be able to view book titles with their Lexile level indicated.

Step 8: You can click on the "Look it Up" tab on the far right to get details about the books, including the ISBN number and local libraries where that specific book may be found.
Step 9: Search for books in local libraries that are participating in this WorldCat Co-op.


Scroll down the book information page to just above the location of the libraries that have the book. There is a place to change the zip code. Remember, you will only see results of libraries that are participating in the WorldCat program.
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