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FAQs

What is the main purpose of this product?

Total Reader (“TR”) is a self administered instructional assessment tool for benchmarking student reading progress using The Lexile Framework®. Its benefits include:

· Providing immediate feedback on student reading levels

· Providing information that a teacher can then use to individualize instruction

· Providing suggested targeted (within range of current student measures) reading materials to students and teachers

How should it be used?

TR is designed as a low-stakes assessment tool to supplement instructional reading programs in the classroom. A teacher should have students use it to monitor student reading progress over time and provide supplemental reading on a student’s individual Lexile level.
What is the Lexile Framework for Reading?
The Lexile Framework for Reading is a scientific approach to reading and text measurement. It includes the Lexile measure and the Lexile scale. The Lexile measure is a reading ability or text difficulty score followed by an "L" (e.g., "850L"). The Lexile scale is a developmental scale for reading ranging from 200L for beginning readers to above 1700L for advanced text. TR relies on the Lexile measure and scale to match reader and text. 

Because many book and test publishers have linked their products to the Lexile Framework, teachers can now connect different components of their curriculum. Once you know a student's Lexile measure, you can connect him or her to tens of thousands of books and tens of millions of articles from periodicals, newspapers, reference books, and transcripts to find material targeted to the student's reading level. To learn more about Lexiles, visit www.lexile.com. This site provides numerous free resource kits for parents, teachers, and administrators.
How is a text’s Lexile measure determined?
Lexile measures are based on two well-established predictors of how difficult a text is to comprehend: semantic difficulty (word frequency) and syntactic complexity (sentence length). All the passages in Total Reader's testlets have been analyzed using the Lexile Analyzer. The Analyzer splits text into 80-word slices. Each slice is compared with the nearly 600-million word Lexile corpus - taken from a variety of sources and genres - and words in each sentence are counted. These calculations are put into the Lexile equation. Then, each slice's resulting Lexile measure is applied to the Rasch psychometric model to determine the Lexile measure for the entire text. 

For example, books like Arthur and the Recess Rookie (370L), Arthur Goes to Camp (380L), and Arthur, Clean Your Room! (370L) fall within the Lexile range of a typical second grader. These books have shorter sentences, and familiar words appear frequently in these books. Conversely, books in the Harry Potter series (880L - 950L), Little Women (1300L), and Don Quixote (1410L), contain longer sentences and more complex, less common words
How many publishers have their materials Lexiled?

Many trade books and textbooks have been linked to the Lexile Framework through readability analysis. Tens of thousands of titles from over 450 publishers have been listed in The Lexile Book Database which we provide access to through TR.
How does Total Reader produce student Lexile measures?



Students choose and read age-appropriate Lexiled passages, each with a series of omitted words, called cloze items. For each omitted word (which is representative of the text's overall Lexile measure), the student sees four possible substitutions; by clicking a word, the student fills in the text and can continue reading. The cloze item is presented within the context and flow of the reading passage; the student need not stop or move back and forth between a separate answer page and the passage. The reading passages and their associated cloze items are referred to as testlets.

After a student completes an initial set of testlets (the equivalent of 40 cloze items), Total Reader produces a Lexile measure. All subsequent testlets completed will monitor the student's Lexile measure and report the new measure when change occurs. This way, Total Reader continually generates updated Lexile measures and students are always aware of their reading range. Students have access only to those testlets that are 100L above and 100L below their current measure. This is consistent with The Lexile Framework guidelines for independent reading. The system records and represents progress in a series of reports.
How do my students acquire their first Lexile measure?




Once the student has completed 40 cloze items, about eight to ten passages, the student will receive a Lexile measure. Thereafter, their Lexile measure will be updated with each testlet they complete based on their progress. 
Is the reading level of content appropriate for my student?
First, it is important to understand that the program automatically adjusts and delivers passages to your students according to how they perform on the testlets. After the initial 40 items are completed (approximately eight to ten passages), your student will be delivered a measure that is fairly accurate. The more testlets your student completes, the more precise the measure gets. Your student should level out to their appropriate measure shortly after completing the initial 40 items. [image: image1.png]



What kind of material will the student read?





Students can select from a number of broad fiction and nonfiction subject areas. Selecting a passage title allows students to read a brief, inviting introduction to the passage. Students can then continue with that testlet or return to the Subject page to make another selection.
The passages in Total Reader have been carefully culled by trained teachers/editors from a variety of real-world sources, such as well-regarded children's magazines, popular novels, and nonfiction books. Passages cover a number of high-interest topics that students wouldn't normally encounter in their school textbooks. They have also been carefully organized into Lexile and age-appropriate categories. So a third grader reading at 650L clicking on Cars and Motors will receive a different selection of titles from a 650L twelfth grader looking in the same subject. 

How can Total Reader guide instruction in the classroom?



Total Reader and The Lexile Framework allow teachers to look at instructional materials and determine how they relate in terms of difficulty. For example, if students are struggling to read a textbook, supplementing the textbook with other materials that are easier to read allows students to build background and vocabulary, a practice known as "layering meaning." This enables students to better handle the textbook. By providing teachers with information on additional Lexiled resources, Total Reader allows teachers to supplement textbook reading material with related articles and books that span the Lexile range of the students in the class. 
Total Reader is as useful to readers who are advancing more slowly as it is for readers who are advancing rapidly. It enables teachers and students to select books targeted to students' current skill levels, reducing the risk of frustrating readers and turning them off the benefits and pleasures of reading.
How do Lexile measures and grade levels relate?




Lexile measures do not translate specifically to grade levels. Within any classroom there are a range of readers and a range of materials. For example, in a fifth-grade classroom there will be some readers that are far ahead of the rest and some readers far below the rest. To say that some books are “just right” for fifth graders assumes that all fifth graders are reading at the same level. 

The educational levels displayed on the Lexile Map indicate approximately the middle 50 percent of materials found in a typical grade-level classroom (see Figure 1, below).  MetaMetrics has also conducted numerous studies with large samples of students and have observed approximate reading levels (about the middle 50 percent of the students — the interquartile range) for each grade level. There are still about 50 percent of the students that are reading higher or lower than these ranges. 

	Grade
	Reader Measures
(Interquartile Range, Mid-Year)

	1
	Up to 300L

	2
	140L to 500L

	3
	330L to 700L

	4
	445L to 810L

	5
	565L to 910L

	6
	665L to 1000L

	7
	735L to 1065L

	8
	805L to 1100L

	9
	855L to 1165L

	10
	905L to 1195L

	11 and 12
	940L to 1210L


The average Lexile score for a high school graduate is 1150L. 
Who receives the Reports and why?
Individual results are available to the student via the Progress tab. Teachers can access students' individual reports, as well as composite class data via the Class Administrative Reports page. Results at are also available to school administrators, depending up the level of administrative access determined when administrative accounts are set up. 
The five levels of Total Reader Reports contain detailed information on individual as well as group metrics on current Lexile measures; Lexile growth, number of passages accessed (with fiction/nonfiction distinction); reading group assignment and targeted reading ranges. 
How does Total Reader promote reading?





When reader and text measures match, the reader is said to be "targeted." The result is an expected 75% comprehension rate - not too difficult to be frustrating, but difficult enough to encourage reading progress. Targeted readers report competence, confidence, and control over the text. 

When a text measure is greater than a reader's measure, comprehension drops dramatically, and the reader's experience is one of frustration, inadequacy and lack of control. Conversely, when a reader's measure exceeds a text measure, comprehension goes up dramatically, and the reader experiences total control and automaticity. 

By accessing large quantities of high-interest reading material as well as receiving immediate feedback on testlet scores and Lexile measures, students will be motivated to read and excited about seeing their progress visually tracked in graphs. In sum, correctly targeted readers are happy readers; more successful reading experiences will lead to more reading.




To learn more about Total Reader visit: 

www.TotalReader.com
To view a Power Point or view Tutorials on how to use Total Reader visit:

www.TotalReader-Training.com

For more information contact:
Richard Nangle

RNangle@EdGate.com
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